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Joseph “Buddy” Thurbide is the senior driver at chauffeur company ETS International in Randolph.

Driving career
rolls right along

A chauffeur for nearly 20 years, he treats all his clients with respect
By Lana Lagomarsini
The Patriot Ledger

D

RANDOLPH

riving around celebrities can seem glamorous, but
Buddy doesn’t let his brushes with fame get to his head.
Joseph “Buddy” Thurbide has been a chauffeur for
almost 20 years. A native of Canada, Thurbide came to
Massachusetts when he was 3 years old.

Thurbide began his career at the Leros company, driving around
celebrities such as Rosie O’Donnell, Danny Glover and Bruce Springsteen until he decided to move back to Canada in 2002. After spending
five years in the oil drilling business, Thurbide reconnected with a
previous employer, John Greene, who had just begun a new chauffeur
company named ETS International. After moving back to Braintree
and remarrying his separated wife, Thurbide, now 48, quickly became
the senior driver at ETS.
Today, ETS has more than 35 cars and 50 employees. The company
recently relocated from Grossman Street in Quincy to Teed Drive in
Randolph.
What is your background?
I came here when I was 3 years old from Canada, attended
Dorchester High School, and after high school I did some roofing, then
I went into UPS. When I was at UPS, I went over to visit a buddy of
mine who had a limousine company going, and he asked me if I could
drive his sister’s wedding, and that’s when I started my career. ... That
was 1991.
How has the business changed over the years?
9/11 (and the subsequent decline in the economy) affected it quite
a bit, but it’s just starting to come back and be like it was years ago.

I’ve been here a lot, and I just noticed how it is starting to come back,
but at that time (2001) it was really hurting. As far as corporations go,
we were the first thing to go when everything started to go downhill.
(A limo ride) is a luxury.
What makes a good driver?
It’s just how you treat your job. I always have respect for my job
and every job I treat the same, whether it’s the president of the United
States or someone just going out on the town for dinner or something. My car is always kept clean, and I’m always clean and respectable.
What are the biggest misconceptions about riding in a limo?
People want to put their head out of the moon roof. They want to
do a lot of things that you really can’t do, there are laws against them.
We do mainly corporate stuff now, which keeps us from having those
liabilities.
What is one of the best driving experiences you have had?
The president of Indonesia’s daughter flew (to Atlanta for the 1996
Olympics) but she didn’t want to use a limo service down there, she
wanted to use our service. So she flew from Indonesia and I was her
personal driver. She wouldn’t have anybody else. … We drove five
vehicles and we stayed down in Atlanta for two days. We had the top
corner of the floor of the Hilton and everything was paid for. … That
had to be a highlight.
How are you different from other chauffeurs?
My goal is to be right there at the building where I dropped them
off when they (customers) need me. They should not be looking for
me at any time, and, so far, so good.
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